
 
 
 
 
 
 

UK Ministry of Defence  
© 2024 British Crown Owned Copyright / AWE AWE is the trading name of AWE pIc. AWE is a Non-Departmental Public Body owned by the Ministry of Defence. 

Registered in England and Wales. Registration no. 02763902. 
Registered office: Room 20, F161 2, AWE plc, Aldermaston, Reading, Berkshire RG7 4PR 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Dear , 
 
Further to our previous correspondence regarding your request for the following information: 
 
* A copy of a document with the file reference AustC_BK24_016.pdf dated 20/8/57 and titled 'signal Penney 
to Professor Ernest Titterton re Marston's comments on health and safety' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference Mod08_017.pdf dated 15/4/57 and titled '[Paper by 
Marston]' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference Mod08_016.pdf dated 31/7/57 and titled '[Marston to publish 
his paper]' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference Mod08_126.pdf dated 10/8/57 and titled 'Message form to 
Prof Ernest Titterton, through Department Supply Melbourne' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference AustC_BK15_256.pdf, titled 'security plan operation buffalo' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference AustC_BK20_182.pdf, dated 12/9/56 and titled 'visit of mins 
personnel to Maralinga - medical examination' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference AustC_BK25_066.pdf dated 19/11/57 and titled 'UK personnel 
on duty at Maralinga' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference 05007349.pdf, dated 1958 and titled 'medical officer's 
journals HMS Narvik and Zeebrugge' 
 
Your request has been handled as a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the 
Act). 
 
A search for the requested information within the AWE has now been completed, and we can confirm that 
information in scope of your request is held. 
 
We are able to disclose all of the documents you have requested.  
 
Section 40(2) has been applied to some of the information in order to protect personal information as 
governed by the Data Protection Act 2018. Section 40(2) requires the Department to conduct a balancing 
exercise which involves balancing the rights and interests of individuals against the legitimate interests in 
disclosure. This is not the same as carrying out the public interest test associated with certain exemptions 
under the Act. The balancing exercise is carried out in order to decide whether the absolute exemption in 
section 40(2) is engaged. In particular, there is no assumption of disclosure in the legitimate interest’s test, 
as there is with qualified exemptions. The outcome of the balancing exercise lay in withholding the third-
party personal data identified as being within scope of your request.  
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. If you have any 
queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first instance. 

Ref: FOI2025-023    
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If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled you have a right to request an internal 
review within 40 days of receiving this letter, by writing to information.requests@awe.co.uk or our postal 
address: Information Requests Team, AWE Aldermaston, Reading, RG7 4PR. If you are still unhappy after an 
internal review has been completed, under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 you have the right to take your complaint to the Information Commissioner’s Office. Please note the 
Commissioner will generally not consider a complaint until you have exhausted AWE’s internal complaints 
process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
AWE Information Requests Team 
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Dear Ms Boniface, 
 
Further to our previous correspondence regarding your request for the following information: 
 
* A copy of a document with the file reference AustC_BK24_016.pdf dated 20/8/57 and titled 'signal Penney 
to Professor Ernest Titterton re Marston's comments on health and safety' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference Mod08_017.pdf dated 15/4/57 and titled '[Paper by 
Marston]' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference Mod08_016.pdf dated 31/7/57 and titled '[Marston to publish 
his paper]' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference Mod08_126.pdf dated 10/8/57 and titled 'Message form to 
Prof Ernest Titterton, through Department Supply Melbourne' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference AustC_BK15_256.pdf, titled 'security plan operation buffalo' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference AustC_BK20_182.pdf, dated 12/9/56 and titled 'visit of mins 
personnel to Maralinga - medical examination' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference AustC_BK25_066.pdf dated 19/11/57 and titled 'UK personnel 
on duty at Maralinga' 
 * A copy of a document with the file reference 05007349.pdf, dated 1958 and titled 'medical officer's 
journals HMS Narvik and Zeebrugge' 
 
Your request has been handled as a request for information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the 
Act). 
 
A search for the requested information within the AWE has now been completed, and we can confirm that 
information in scope of your request is held. 
 
We are able to disclose all of the documents you have requested.  
 
Section 40(2) has been applied to some of the information in order to protect personal information as 
governed by the Data Protection Act 2018. Section 40(2) requires the Department to conduct a balancing 
exercise which involves balancing the rights and interests of individuals against the legitimate interests in 
disclosure. This is not the same as carrying out the public interest test associated with certain exemptions 
under the Act. The balancing exercise is carried out in order to decide whether the absolute exemption in 
section 40(2) is engaged. In particular, there is no assumption of disclosure in the legitimate interest’s test, 
as there is with qualified exemptions. The outcome of the balancing exercise lay in withholding the third-
party personal data identified as being within scope of your request.  
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. If you have any 
queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first instance. 

Ref: FOI2025-023    
 
Foxymedialimited@gmail.com  
 
15 May 2025 
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If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled you have a right to request an internal 
review within 40 days of receiving this letter, by writing to information.requests@awe.co.uk or our postal 
address: Information Requests Team, AWE Aldermaston, Reading, RG7 4PR. If you are still unhappy after an 
internal review has been completed, under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 you have the right to take your complaint to the Information Commissioner’s Office. Please note the 
Commissioner will generally not consider a complaint until you have exhausted AWE’s internal complaints 
process. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
AWE Information Requests Team 
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RECIMITI
Cod« 11-76

E.S.Ltd.
52-2105

228/4/57

Copy No. | of 4 copies

This paper by  must be studied
very carefully. As you know,  is a possible
source of trouble in Australia, and we must therefore
be prepared to argue on a purely scientific basis
about his statements.

You may wish to consult Harwell and
M. R. C.

How soon can you give me your
cornsidered comments?

Director's Office.

15th April, 1957.
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